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Good News!

God works directly in creation. The first-
century Church saw what that looks like—
how messy things could be.

Christian faith is rooted in belief in the Incar-
nation. The Word of God became flesh. When
John’s Gospel says the Word dwelt among
us, the original meaning is actually that God
pitched his tent. God joins dusty, earthy humans
and lives with them.

Acts describes a very down-to-earth prob-
lem. Jewish Law demanded that males be
circumcised as a sign of the covenant of God.
This practice became a sign of contention for
early Christianity. Church membership and
identity were at stake. Does a Gentile have to
become a Jew to become a Christian? Don’t
they have to follow the prescribed way to enter
the covenant?

Jesus’ original disciples were Jews. Acts of
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the Apostles shows they continued to worship
in the Temple. They kept the Law. They also
met on the first day of the week to celebrate
the risen Christ in the Eucharist. Christ is the
fulfillment of the Law.

What about those who were new to it all?
How do these new gentiles become joined to
the covenant? And how would a young Church
divided in its answers to this question grapple
with this challenge?

Church leaders met. The disciples honestly
and passionately argued things out. As they
fought for unity on this topic, they found that
God’s hand was with them.

God’s help is down-to-earth. Don’t let your
hearts be troubled. The Lord of the heavenly
city lives in the Church—pitches a tent here.

Dan Finucane
sundaybulletins@liguori.org
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