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How about water? It can take three forms:
solid, liquid, and gas. Metaphors can help
us accept that three-in-one is possible. But
eventually, imagination fails us.

Words are poor tools for probing the reality of
God. The Trinity is not a math problem. It’s also
not the sort of philosophical topic where humans
can get to the end of things. The best theologi-
cal authors we have—Augustine, Richard of St.
Victor, Thomas Aquinas, Bonaventure (certainly
there are modern ones, too)—can go only so far
in helping our understanding. Eventually we must
stop in prayer and worship before the God who
is more than we can say.

And yet we have many places to look where
the God who is Holy Trinity is expressed. From
Proverbs today we hear that God’s wisdom moved
in creation from its very beginnings. God’s signa-

In John’s Gospel, Jesus assures us that although
much is left unspoken, more will be said. Christ
promises the Spirit who “will declare to you the
things that are coming.”

Where the Trinity is ultimately revealed is
profound and simple. We are each made in the
image of God. Each of us is meant to be divin-
ized. Each of us is to express, in our lives, the
reality of God made possible through the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

What?! Probing the meaning of Christ’s In-
carnation, Saint Athanasius wrote, “For the Son
of God became man so that we might become
God” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 460).

We are created to express the Trinity.

Dan Finucane
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