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Saint Clement’s. Pay the three Euros and go
downstairs. It’s amazing.

With just a day and a half left in Rome, we had
lunch with a friend. From his balcony we looked
into Saint Peter’s Square, where we had stood just
an hour before and heard Pope Benedict speak.
Our friend, teaching early-Church history in
Rome, had visited a hundred churches in the city.
We didn’t have time for that many, so we asked
him to recommend a couple. San Clemente was
his top choice.

We walked through an eighteenth-century
facade into a twelfth-century courtyard. The
current building was created over the filled-in
space of a medieval church that originally dated
back to the fourth century. And below rhat spot
are the remains of a first-century building and a
Mithraic temple. The sense in Rome in general,

ent’s are remnants of buildings destroyed by the
emperor Nero’s fire in the year 64.

It all started at Pentecost. The apostles—DPeter
who preached on that first day and Paul who
carried the Gospel all over the Mediterranean—
gave their lives in Rome. All over Rome are the
reminders of the challenges the Church faced as
it moved through the centuries. All over Europe
and on each continent the message of Christ
traveled, carried by human voices and human
hands. All have heard in their “own tongues of
the mighty acts of God.”

Great challenges face the Church in the world
today. But the roots of our faith are deep. The
Spirit moves through every layer, down every
path, with and in us.

Dan Finucane
sundaybulletins@liguori.org
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