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Good News!

After we’d lived in it for about seven years,
our house was destroyed by lightning. The
kids were small. We were eating dinner when
the storm started, playing that game where
you count between the flash and the boom to
see how close the strike is. We had one flash
where the sound came right with it.

Safely outside, we watched. The flames looked
like they do in the movies, leaping out of the
second-story windows. So this is what a real fire
looks like—what your own house on fire looks
like. Some emotions are predictable—shock,
fear, sadness over lost belongings.

Some emotions were surprising—a sense of
peace, even while wondering if any our stuff
made it. We felt peace and gratitude we were
all safe.

We had really good insurance. We had wonder-
ful neighbors, friends, and fellow parishioners.
We had a contractor who rebuilt the place as if
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he were going to live there himself. We remain
friends a decade and a half later.

The whole experience was a jolt into a different
way of looking at things. One of the oddest, lin-
gering lessons for me: I still struggle to remember
that possessions aren’t that important. The shock
can wear off.

But here’s the deepest thing. The most over-
whelming lesson of that night and the days that
followed was how much people cared for us,
especially when we were faced with something
we couldn’t predict and couldn’t control.

Not being in control was a blessing. But then
when are we ever really in control?

Some events let us see what’s real more clearly.
They help us recognize the disciples of Jesus,
the ones who love one another—regular people,
ordinary and amazing, where Christ lives.

Dan Finucane
sundaybulletins@liguori.org

™ © 2010 Liguori Publications, Liguori, MO 63057-9999. Printed in U.S.A. Imprimatur: Most Rev. Robert J. Hermann, Archdiocese of St. Louis. No part of this

('“'.'

—

2 work may be used without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible with Revised
New Testament and Revised Psalms © 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright
owner. All Rights Reserved. No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

9.




