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Good Newvs!

/1 pray] that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ...may give you a spirit of wisdom
and revelation resulting in knowledge of
him (Ephesians 1:17).

I saw this happen once.

My friend Monique was in the hospital. She
wasn’t in her room when I visited her. T waited,
and then I heard an announcement that a prayer
meeting was about to start. I guessed she’d gone
to the chapel, so I went to join her.

Monique wasn’t there, but I stayed, expect-
ing to see her and thinking I could pray for her
and the other people gathered. While waiting, 1
talked to another patient who sat next to me. She
told me she knew she’d die in the next day or so.

I was stunned by the calm way she described
what she saw ahead. She had a look—a peace—
on her face that I can only describe with the
words Saint Stephen used in Acts 7:55: ““filled
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with the holy Spirit, [he] looked up intently
to heaven and saw the glory of God and Je-
sus standing at the right hand of God.” That
gaze—Stephen’s gaze—was what I saw in this
woman’s eyes.

As T sat and prayed with her, the grace she
lived in invited me to say something I’d never
said to anyone else. “When you’re in heaven,
say hello to my mother.” T didn’t feel strange
or maudlin or silly. In a matter-of-fact way, 1
knew the message would be delivered.

This woman, whose name I can’t remember,
became a simple, powerful teacher in my life,
though I only talked to her once (in this life).
She lived in the wisdom and revelation of
Christ, and through her, Christ connected me
to the communion of saints.
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