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Good News!

Moses approaching the burning bush is one
of the most famous images in the Bible. Art-
ists have tried to show what the bush looked
like. Part of the attraction, no doubt, is the
challenge to imagine and then portray the
“special effects’—this bush burned but did
not burn up.

That got enough of Moses’ attention for him
to take a closer look. Did he have to stare at the
bush a while to realize it wasn’t consumed? Did
it dawn on him slowly—this is terribly different?
Did his adrenaline surge? Here is somcthing he
could sce but couldn’t make sensec of. Would
Moses be able to draw a picture of what he saw?
Maybe he wouldn’t try. This story moved even
deeper.

Moses heard his name called. Who knows
me? “Here I am,” Moses responds. Is he ready
to come closer to this bush, to this Voice? He is
told, NO, stay there now. This place is not just

(A

March 7, 2010
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15/1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12 / Lk 13:1-9

about a strange vision, it is holy ground. Take
off your shoes.

On this holy ground, God disarms Moses and
opens his fears. Will God relieve his physical,
visceral, deepening dread? God next describes
the misery of his people. The Voice pushes Moses
further: God will stop their slavery and take them
to their own land. This is an incredible claim.
These people have been in Egypt 400 years.

The burning is inside Moses now.

God promises much. How can Moses grasp
all this?

There’s more: Go tell the people.

What? How can I do that? Could Moses dare
not hope? Can Moses dare do what God asks?
The Voice again—/ will be with you.

Moses is filled by God, by what God tells him.
But he’s not consumed, not burned up.
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