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Christ’s passion is vivid, stark,blood-soaked,
and deadly. Christians have long meditated
on the cross, the place where Jesus died.
We don’t celebrate pain, but we’re forced to
grapple with it.

First in Gospel descriptions, then through cen-
turies of artists” grueling imagery, during prayers
before the Stations of the Cross, in movies,
through sermons, while praying the rosary, in the
lives of the saints, in every Eucharist—Christians
have grappled with the anguish of Christ.

We don’t want pain, but we’re forced to face it.
‘We connect our pain to Christ’s. Martyrs in every
century have united themselves with the Cruci-
fied One. Their deaths say this makes no sense
unless you understand Christ. Physical pain,
psychological torment, spiritual desolation—all
have found meaning when connected to Jesus.

‘We know fear. Fear haunts those involved with
-Jesus’ last hours. Pilate pushes his problem on
someone else. The crowd wants Jesus gone. A
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PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION
Lk 19:28—40/ Is 50:4—7 / Phil 2:6—11 /

Lk 22:14—23:56 or 23:1—-49

criminal taunts Jesus as he hangs near death a
few feet away.

And yet, even at its worst, the end of Jesus’ life
promises more than the agony that was obvious
and immediate.

The Roman centurion at the scene had wit-
nessed enough torture and death to know—+t#his
execution was different. This man is innocent.
Through tears, a crucified criminal turns to
Jesus in hope. Jesus’ followers, the women who
stayed with him from the first days in Galilee,
were shocked to see him die outside the walls of
Jerusalem. Yet this death changed everything.

We know the power of death. All too well, we
know fear. But in Christ we know God’s last word
is neither fear nor death. Hope was embedded
cven in the worst hours of the end—hope greater
than death.

Dan Finucane
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