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What did Jesus write on the ground? For
centuries, readers of John’s Gospel have
speculated about what might be in the dust
Jesus bent to. We see what happens to those
gathered when Jesus speaks. Did they also see
what Jesus wrote?

He was interrupted from his teaching by a
woman’s accusers. Jesus was put on the spot.
The scribes and Pharisees, the ones whose re-
sponsibility it was to keep an eye on Jewish law,
brought the woman to him. She was caught in the
act of adultery. From their point of view, it was
an open-and-shut case. What would Jesus say?

He didn’t speak, though. Why did Jesus write?
To buy time? Is pausing—writing—a strategy
to give the atmosphere a chance to calm down?
The tension only builds. Jesus waits. His chal-
lengers badger him even more. Is Jesus diverting
attention, is he detached as he writes? Is Jesus
giving them a chance to back down? They don’t.
Are they getting nervous now? Jesus doesn’t act
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nervous or distracted. He’s quite focused when
he finally answers.

Who was Jesus writing to? Did he write some-
thing for the questioners to see? What he says
makes them pause, shuffle uncomfortably, and
walk away. He challenges them and they leave.

Then he starts to write again. Jesus® words
slice between the woman’s sin and the judgment
of those who caught her. They are caught. Jesus’
words echo inside them. They dare not condemn
or judge the woman any more. And still Jesus
writes. Who is reading now?

What does the woman see, her eyes averted,
staring at the ground where Jesus works? We
aren’t told. But watch the woman. She stays.
She remains close to Jesus, the writer who is the
fulfillment of the law.

Wait here and see. Stay here with Me.

Dan Finucane
sundaybulletins@liguori.org

work may be used without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible with Revised
<~ New Testament and Revised Psalms © 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright

F‘) © 2010 Liguori Publications, Liguori, MO 63057-9999. Printed in U.S.A. Imprimatur: Most Rev. Robert J. Hermann, Archdiocese of St. Louis. No part of this
A

S
==

owner. All Rights Reserved. No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

9.




