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Good News!

Think about what the disciples are asking.
They want to show the Samaritans how
wrong they are. The kingdom of God is
at hand. Jesus is preaching, bringing that
kingdom. Your village was chosen to hear
the message, and you didn’t want any part
of it. Lord, don’t these people deserve the
wrath of God?

Are we ever in the disciples’ shoes? They’ve
been with Jesus throughout his ministry.
They’ve seen a lot. They offer Jesus some help.
Did they think it was in their power to have
God send fire from heaven? They obviously
were close to Jesus. Had they seen Jesus destroy
any villages with fire? They felt they were part
of the power that was coming with the reign
of God.

But they had seriously misunderstood how
Jesus operates. Jesus “turned and rebuked
them.” He ended #Ais discussion pretty abruptly.
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If we use our vision of discipleship to make
others suffer, we’ve made a wrong turn. Do we
“lord it over” others? That’s not from the Lord.
Do we look for where the wrath of God should
be brought in? We don’t see the way Jesus sees.
When we see suffering, do we try to figure out
what those folks did to deserve it? We’re asking
the wrong question.

When we follow Christ, he asks us to leave
our old agendas behind. There is a subtle chal-
lenge here: We must make honest judgments,
do our best to follow Jesus, and lead others
too. But if we find ourselves wanting to judge
others, thinking we can read their hearts, we’ve
taken on a job that’s not ours.

We arc called to freedom. As Christ’s dis-
ciples, we are meant to call others to freedom.

Dan Finucane
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