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the disaster of 9/11. Some of us are old
enough to have a similar connection to the
time and place where we found ourselves
stunned by the Challenger explosion. Some
of us have the same recollections about the
assassination of President Kennedy. News
that big, news that changes our world, seems
to crack open our awareness so that we see
things differently. We cannot make sense of
what is in front of us. But we see everything
clearly, deliberately.

‘What went through people’s minds when they
heard Jesus preach that the reign of God was
near? He asks his disciples, what are people
saying? The answers they give are remarkable.
Everyone knew John the Baptizer was dead.
He’d crossed Herod, who had him killed. Yet
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knew Eljjah to be a prophet so great that he had
been taken up into heaven without dying. His
return meant Israel would be restored.

Something is in the air. Something huge is
happening around Jesus. Expectations and
speculations are running deep. Everyone
stumbles to explain Aim.

And the disciples, the ones who knew Je-
sus the best? Peter speaks for them when he
declares—you are the Messiah of God. Jesus
“rebuked them and directed them”—tell no
one. No one is going to get this. And no expla-
nation can handle what is going to happen next.
The Son of Man has to suffer and die. No one
expected a Messiah to do that.

And no one expected Jesus, the Messiah, to
risc again.
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