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Good News!

David is a hero to his people. He is the
warrior who pushed back enemies by the
thousands. David is also a poet—we still
follow him in worship, praying his psalms.
This amazing leader united the tribes of
Israel into one kingdom. And God had even
greater plans in mind for him.

This same David had Uriah killed. It would
be hard to imagine anyone more loyal to his
king than this victim. David coveted and then
stole Uriah’s wife, Bathsheba. The prophet
Nathan stood in front of David and exposed
before him the depth of treachery to which he
had sunk. Who are you, David? You are that
man, the one who deserves death.

Could we imagine a stronger rebuke than
Nathan’s to David: “Why have you spurned the
Lorp and done evil in his sight?”

David fell deep into sin from his higher place.
David’s story sinks into our stomachs with sick-
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ening recognition. It’s embarrassing to look at
this man David. In each of us is a place where
we know our own sin: Have I betrayed someone
who trusted me? Have I hidden from what 1
promised? We understand David if we’ve ever
struggled—if we’ve struggled even to admit
what we’ve done.

And here is the amazing reality—this situa-
tion, this recognition, this depth is where God
rcaches into us to forgive. How deep is the
problem? God’s forgiveness is deeper. God’s
presence is deeper than the most treacherous
sin. God forgives. When we’re shaken most
deeply by realizing how far we’ve moved away
from God, God comes to us.

David’s sorrow and repentance are all he had
left. Though he suffered greatly because he
sinned, still God saved him.

Dan Finucane
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