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Good News)!

Scientists and theologians sometimes work
the same cases.

A friend of mine finished his graduate stud-
ies and did a year of postdoctoral work in the
northwest. He’s a moral theologian specializing
in medical ethics.

He’s no armchair coach, looking at life from
the sidelines: Not long after ordination, he spent
time as a hospital chaplain, and he’s done night-
shift ride-alongs with police officers, learning
about human nature from people on the street
as well as from those in the squad cars.

He also worked in a facility that housed
criminal offenders undergoing psychiatric
treatment, spending hours in group sessions led
by the prison’s psychiatrist. At times they dis-
cussed inner voices they had followed, voices
that had led them to commit crimes.

My friend remembered vividly one conversa-
tion with the doctor after a meeting. My friend
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said, “These men hear voices. The founder of
my religious order heard voices. From a psychi-
atric point of view, how do we know whether
to lock people up or call them saints?’ The
psychiatrist had a simple response: “It depends
what the voices tell them.”

If you murder another human being, we’ll
lock you up. If you sell everything you own
and give the money to the poor, we’ll call you
a saint. A lot of people may be challenged to
follow your example.

I’'m intrigued that my friend still tells this
story decades after the fact. What message is
worth spreading? What insight is worth hand-
ing on year after year? Real wisdom—truths
tested against real human experience—shows
where the voice of God has resonated in hu-
man hearts.

Dan Finucane
sundaybulletins@liguori.org
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