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Good News!

I was a little kid when my father taught my
mother to use a stick shift. My sister and 1
sat in the back seat as the car jolted in stops
and starts on the vacant parking lot near our
house. My father was frustrated. My mother
was frustrated and miserable. My sister and
I were scared to death.

My first time driving with a clutch was
incredibly awkward. The second time too. |
couldn’t get the feel of it. Worse yet, I couldn’t
see how I was ever going to get the feel of it. My
father, patient, kept me at it. And at one point,
it clicked. I knew what a clutch was supposed
to feel like.

My wife and I took turns teaching our sons
to drive in a huge parking lot in a park. On any
Saturday half a dozen or so families bond in
that park. The lot is long enough for your car
to get into second and even third gear before
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you hit the grass. Someone set up huge empty
metal barrels on the edge of the lot so new driv-
ers can also practice parallel parking without
hitting anything that matters.

What has any of this to do with today’s read-
ings?

In Deuteronomy, we are reminded that God’s
Word is very close to us. It’s in our heart for us
to follow. In Luke, Jesus is asked how to inherit
eternal life. He asks the questioner—what do
vou think? The man knew what to do. Jesus
simply said, now go do that.

Colossians reminds us that Christ lives in
us—the image of God who created heaven
and earth and has power over anything that
might test us.

We may not get it at first, but that’s who is
tcaching us.

Dan Finucane
sundaybulletins@liguori.org
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