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Not very big. Jesus’ hometown was small and
ordinary. The synagogue in Jesus’ town was
small and ordinary too.

There is comfort in a place where we go often,
a dependability. Comfort and dependability are
good. Of course, an ordinary place might be a
place for boredom too. An ordinary place might
have a welcome routine, a familiarity that helps
deeper insights grow. But routine can mean mo-

notony—just going through the motions.
What might liven it up?

Jesus threw his ordinary Nazareth congrega-
tion into a spirited discussion by claiming that on
that day something extraordinary was happen-
ing. The Scriptures, the ones he just read, were
fulfilled—rright there. Could they see it?

The reaction of Jesus’ audience seems odd to us
because we know the next chapters of the story.
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JOSeprn s son up rneres ASsn I ne just dn orainadry
guy from Nazareth?

The same sorts of challenges and discussions
continue to ripple through other congregations af-
ter Jesus’ sermon. Saint Paul claimed there were
no more divisions of Jews and Gentiles. Others
have preached no more divisions between black
and white. How close to home do these sermons
come? English speakers and those talking in an-
other language? No longer divided. Those in the
suburbs and those in the city? Working together
now. Rich and poor at one table?

Which response would we ordinarily expect to
this type of preaching: “How can we make this
happen?” or “Who does this guy think he is?”

Dan Finucane
sundaybulletins@liguori.org

© 2010 Liguori Publications, Liguori, MO 63057-9999. Printed in U.S.A. Imprimatur: Most Rev. Robert J. Hermann, Archdiocese of St. Louis. No part of this
work may be used without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible with Revised

- New Testament and Revised Psaims © 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright
<1 owner. All Rights Reserved. No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

324




