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Good News!

Luke seems anxious to tell his audience he’s
done his homework.

Luke’s is the only Gospel that has this sort
of beginning. Paul’s letters often have standard
greetings. With Luke, it’s tempting to zip past
these little literary openers to get to the good
stuff. Let’s start the story. Let’s hear what Jesus
said and did. Luke steps outside the narrative,
drawing attention to the fact that it’s a story he’s
researched. Maybe people will wonder how reli-
able it is. Ts this all just made-up stuff? Does that
matter? As long as the story is inspiring, does it
matter if it’s rooted in real events?

Luke admits he’s addressing matters he didn’t
experience. What he writes about was “handed. ..
down to us.” Who started the process? Luke
tells Theophilus he investigated the material
available. He wants to present what came from
eyewitnesses.

Today, debates fly in radio and cable-television
shows, popular books and magazines, and librar-
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Neh 8:2—4a, 5—-6, 8—10; 1 Cor 12:12—-30 or
12:12—14, 27; Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21

ies and classrooms about how reliable the Gospels
arc. Viewpoints span a wide range. If we claim
God stepped into history through Christ’s life,
death, and resurrection, we should be willing to
study our sources historically.

Other views are clearly historically silly. Some
claim we don’t know if Jesus ever lived or at least
that we cannot know what he taught or did.

The time and energy spent on technical study
of such questions is worth the effort. But let’s look
at the text closely for Luke’s simple statement and
concern. Who was close to these events? What
did they say?

We make a mistake if we think the Gospels
can be treated as twenty-first-century historical
textbooks. We make a worse mistake if we ignore
their value as first-century witnesses to God’s
action in history.

Dan Finucane
sundaybulletins@liguori.org

F‘) © 2010 Liguori Publications, Liguori, MO 63057-9999. Printed in U.S.A. Imprimatur: Most Rev. Robert J. Hermann, Archdiocese of St. Louis. No part of this
A work may be used without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible with Revised
s New Testament and Revised Psalms © 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright
1 owner. All Rights Reserved. No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

324




