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for church, ekklesia, means “gathering.” The
folks gathering today don’t always get along
too well.

Saint Paul’s first letter to Corinth has a power-
ful message for us. He has already given strong
advice to those gathering for the Eucharist. He’s
upset by divisions among the Christians there.
He has scolded Christians for taking each other
into secular courts instead of working on their
problems together. He has addressed sexual
immorality in the Church; a man is living with
his father’s widow. On top of all that, he sees
Corinthians who are arrogant.

Does this New Testament Church offer ws
a mirror? Now watch what Paul writes, after
recounting the Corinthians’ sins. To this same
Church, he says,

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts

but the same Spirit; there are different forms of
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Different—different views, different strengths,
different focuses—different isn’t the problem.
Failing to work together is the problem. That’s
hard work. But we are called to do it-—called to
be one— because we have one Lord, one Spirit.

Today’s readings give us powerful advice to
remember as we gather the Church together, as
we live with diverse views and even our deep
arguments:

‘We should not avoid problems. For Zion’s sake
1 will not be silent (Isaiah 62:1).

We have a variety of gifts. We are different,
because God wants difference to deepen the
Church’s wisdom.

Like water changed into wine, our ordinary
stuff may become something more; it can become

the very presence of Christ.
Dan Finucane
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