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and stands next to a stark, strange figure.
Jesus is now in a wilderness that needs a
new path cut through it. John’s hands grasp
and submerge Jesus. He comes up—soaked
to the bone—in John’s arms, squinting into
the sun, lifted into a striking new vision.
Jesus stands in mud and water. The heavens
shift and open. And God is pleased. What is
unfolding here? Long prophetic hopes have
reached out for, yearned for, this event. Here
is the One sent by God.

The world is messed up. God promises help.

God sends the prophet John, who preaches.
The main act is starting. What will God’s work
look like? John sets the stage in a desert. Is that
a clever metaphor, a good visual aid? John re-
ally lives there—in the desert. He eats locusts.
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image to our attention. Is it so familiar that
our imaginations lose the earthly struggles that
engulf these people and their hope for earthly
Presence? A spectrum of strong emotions and
expectations attach to Isaiah’s prophesy. Life
and death are at stake in John’s baptism.

John the Baptist preaches power. A New
Baptizer will use fire. It is comforting to know
God is coming. But do we want to see the Spirit
who comes with fire? Fire can warm us gently.
Fire can destroy swiftly. What’s at stake when
we say yes to baptism in Jesus Christ?

In that water, we unite ourselves to Christ’s
death and resurrection. Here are the waters
where Christ’s baptism lives—and lifts us too.
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