(O%H* "++$%, -,

)V SHE"$%-,)

1%#% & "I(( y x o+

, 100123

1 12

"#'$&%&%

"#'$%E&'&

The story of Christ is, of course, a different
sort to tell. Some films try to convey a feeling
of profundity or holiness on screen. Can this be
done? What does holiness look like? Maybe if
we get these guys to walk slowly, speak in som-
ber tones— “for heaven’s sake, keep your voices
hushed and serious! You’re presenting biblical
teaching here!” In some films, Christ’s follow-
ers walk through scenes like the Sermon on the
Mount looking as if they’re in a special place, but
not a very earthly one.

How real were these guys? What sort of people
did Jesus actually attract? What would documen-
tary footage look like? Jesus got the attention of
actual people: first-century blue-collar workers,
office managers, waitresses, and lawyers.

Can you imagine the disciples sitting around in
a pub at night? Did they laugh, tell stories, tease
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careers to be with Jesus. “The kingdom of God
is at hand” (Mark 1:15, Luke 10:9). What does
that mean? They were trying to find out.

Why did they take the risk? They were drawn
by a real person. Jesus didn’t have them wan-
dering around spouting trite sayings or looking
vague and otherworldly.

The disciples followed Jesus because they were
wide awake for the first time in their lives. They
were intent with the desire to follow zhis person
who drew their deepest hopes together. They
were alive in a way that made their earlier view
of the world seem like a trance. Following Christ,
they were more focused and freer than they had
ever been in their lives.
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