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to work with her as a colleague. She was a
world traveler. Each summer her religious
order would send her somewhere exotic—an
international ecclesial meeting in Africa, a
conference for women in the Church in Asia.

Each fall I would talk to her in the copying
room: “Where have you been?” I wanted to live
vicariously through her travels. I also wanted to
know about whom she’d met, what she’d learned,
what talks she’d given. She went to Hong Kong on
one trip because she was already going to Korea.
She was in the neighborhood, so why not? Sister
D had a big neighborhood.

She introduced me to her kindred spirit, Egeria.
You’ve heard of the Church Fathers, like Augus-
tine, Ambrose, Gregory of Nyssa? She had us
read all of them. She also had us read the Church
Mother, Egeria. Probably from the late fourth

toured the Holy Land, writing about Christian
customs, observing, interviewing, interacting,
and pollinating the greater Church with tales
from her journeys.

Egeria has vivid descriptions of different
Lenten practices in Jerusalem. Some fasted for a
day. Some took one meal. Some fasted the whole
week, eating only on Sunday and Saturday. She
has an interesting observation on the diverse
practices: each person does what he or she can;
no one is criticized or praised for his or her par-
ticulars (7Travels, 28:1-3).

The communion of saints offers us a rich col-
lection of fellow travelers becoming Christlike,
and more than a few characters.

Dan Finucane
sundaybulletins@liguori.org
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