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Flower bulbs have an “up” end and a “down”
end.

It matters how you plant them. I didn’t know
that when I was a teenager. If you plant bulbs
pointing up, they grow and blossom. If you plant
them pointing down, they’re in trouble. If you
plant them more or less at random, there could
be gaps in the flower bed.

I learned this one spring when our parish got
a new pastor. He hired a few of us from the par-
ish. I was the flower planter. He didn’t select me
for this job because of my knowledge of flowers.
He picked me because he wanted to hire young
parishioners to give us a little spending money.

Later that spring, when the flowers starting
blooming, some of mine didn’t. Our new pastor
wasn’t upset. He thought it was funny. He thought
I could learn a little about planting bulbs...but I
learned a whole lot more from this man who knew
people have to grow into the job of being human.
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Jer17:5-8 /1 Cor 15:12, 16—20 / Lk 6:17, 20—-26

People might start going in the wrong direction,
but they can be turned around with gentleness.
They might even blossom.

The Bible is full of plant images. Today Jer-
emiah describes how a shrub in the desert doesn’t
know when its next drink will come. He describes
those who are really blessed——the ones who are
planted by a stream.

The Scriptures aren’t really trying to give us
information about plants. (I haven’t found any-
thing helpful there about bulbs.) But some basic
growing points arc clear. God isn’t too keen on
tearing up the garden. God plants near living
streams. God teaches us to frust by an amazing,
surprising strategy. God gives us messengers
that trust us, guide us, nurture us—give us room
to grow.
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