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Good Newvs!

The Teacher in Ecclesiastes knows the shock
of realizing that what a person builds over
many decades can be left in an instant to
another who does no work at all. His world
was full of vanity.

Jesus tells his audience about a man who
builds bigger and bigger places to store his
wealth. But those barns will be owned by
someone else if he dies in the middle of the
night. None of Christ’s hearers knew which
night they would leave it all behind. They
understood Jesus’ point about vain hope.

Our lives are no different, except many of
us have more in our storage places.

Today’s readings focus determinedly on one
theme. Saint Paul’s letter to the Colossians
reminds us to set our minds on what is above
rather than on what is earthly. The earthly list
is explicit, and on the list is greed.

How are we to look at what we own? Is
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wealth in itself evil? No. Is what we have a
gift from God? Yes. But the constant tempta-
tion is to fall in love with wealth—or worse,
to worship it, to depend on it as if it could
protect us, could give us life, could make us
safe in the end. It cannot. Ecclesiastes, Jesus,
Saint Paul, and we ourselves know that life is
finite and that we cannot keep what we own.
To ignore that is to be in denial, to choose
lunacy and vanity.

Jesus’ message is worded very carefully:
“Thus will it be for the one who stores up
treasure for himself but is not rich in what
matters to God.” The choice about what we
hold valuable is the same as the choice that
roots us in original sin. Do we choose self
or God?

So we must ask: How do we use what we’re
given? How do we spend what we have?
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