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him were Catholic.

We must be honest. Anti-Semitism has been
the face of Christianity for many Jews. The mu-
tual history of Christians and Jews is damaged
by this ugly heritage, and our future together
can grow positively only if we acknowledge the
past and then work for change together.

This challenge was taken up by the Second
Vatican Council in Nostra Aetate, the Decla-
ration on the Relationship of the Church to
Non-Christian Religions. There we read that
though some leaders within the Jewish com-
munity helped Roman authorities end Jesus’
life, his passion shouldn’t be blamed on Jews
living then or now. The Council fathers write
that the Church “decries hatred, persecutions,
displays of anti-Semitism, directed against
Jews at any time and by anyone” (4). So it

the central truth that Christ is “the way and
the truth and the life” (John 14:6). Yet with
the same voice, the document tecaches, “The
Catholic Church rejects nothing that is true and
holy™ in other faiths. Specifically of Judaism,
the Council asserts that the shared spiritual
heritage of Christians and Jews is so deep
and important that we must work for “mutual
understanding and respect which is the fruit,
above all, of biblical and theological studies”
(4). And we must seek dialogue.

One of the most hopeful, vivid pictures of the
council’s teaching came in carly spring 2000,
when the world saw Pope John Paul II praying
at the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem.

We can overcome fear.

Dan Finucane
sundaybulletins@liguori.org
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