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“It is the Lord.”
In Acts, the apostles are in danger; they’re on

trial. They’re usurpers—challenging the power
and authority of those in charge. They claim the
Spirit of God impels them to preach the Gospel.
How dare they teach in this man’s name?

The Book of Revelation, like other apocalyptic
writing, draws on strange imagery to both protect
and reveal its message. Under siege, the Church
used cryptic descriptions of fantastic beasts that
enabled them to describe the Empire persecuting
them—without naming them. Provoking Rome
by name would make things worse. Yet their
message was direct: The fearful, the power-
ful—death itself—cannot overpower the Lamb.

The disciples seemed to have gone back to
their old job of fishing. They didn’t recognize
Jesus at first. They had no success fishing. Jesus
gave them the power they lacked—to fish-—and
to recognize him. It is the Lord.
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Acts 5:27-32, 40b—41/ Rv 5:11-14/Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14

Lord is a word Christians have grown accus-
tomed to using, but we may not realize the initial
impact of this title. This word described the Holy
One of Israel. In Rome, this title belonged to the
Emperor. “Jesus is Lord” claimed real power in
heaven and on earth.

In Revelation—a Lamb, slaughtered, is alive
now, reigning from a throne. And around Him:
“They were countless in number, and they cried
out in a loud voice.” The imaginations of Chris-
tians hearing this text for the first time would
have been filled with both a vivid hope for the
triumphant singing they yearned to join as well as
the stark images of the cost their fellow believers
were paying to enter that assembly. Theirs was a
Church of martyrs, as is ours today.

Here is our hope. Where we face fear, where
we fail to see, we can expect power, we can hope
in the Lord.
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