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Do we expect visions and signs today? God
still works in ways we don’t understand. Grace
may move swiftly where the hand of God is at
work. It may also take a longer, painstaking
routc.

A good friend of mine, a premed student,
worked in an emergency room. One July 4th,
after he spent a long night with burned chil-
dren who had been playing with fireworks, we
prayed together for his young patients. He told
me, I wish God would just give me the gift of
healing, so I could touch these children, so they
wouldn’t be in pain.

Years later—after medical school, after resi-
dency, after long training to harvest organs for
transplants, after he became a specialist in pe-
diatric surgery who saved two young lives with
one liver, after gaining enough clout to influ-

had coffee with him. I asked him if he remem-
bered our prayer and conversation that grim
night, years before. I told him I believed God
had given him the gift he asked for.

Where is God working though us? It may
take people in medicine, in business, in law, in
management, in transportation. It takes donors.
It takes caregivers. It takes not looking away. It
takes relatives who go out of their way. It may
take years of work and patience to care and to
heal. Those we help may never even meet us
or know we helped. They may not know who
brought them hope.

Yet we are the hands God uses for the work
of mercy.

Dan Finucane
sundaybulletins@liguori.org
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